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HARMONY WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.17 pm]: Rodney Marsh 
was a great Armadale legend. 
Today, 15 March 2022, is the start of Western Australia’s Harmony Week. Harmony Week is a state government 
community relations initiative that runs from 15 to 21 March every year. It is a week-long celebration of our cultural 
and linguistic diversity, culminating on 21 March, the United Nations’ International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination. Harmony Week encourages every Western Australian to find out more about this state’s 
amazing wealth of cultural, faith, linguistic and ethnic diversity. It is a time to celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity 
and the many benefits that it brings us. Harmony Week is an ideal opportunity to reflect on the things that unite us 
as well as appreciating our differences. It is important that we acknowledge that ongoing effort is needed to ensure 
that racism, prejudice and discrimination do not find a foothold in our society. Racism holds us all back by stopping 
our social, financial and intellectual development as people and as a state. Racism creates divisions that prevent 
people from leading full lives and stops our nation reaping the rewards that come with living in a multicultural 
society with diversity and equity embedded in its foundations. 
Harmony Week enables us to discuss these issues openly while celebrating the achievements we have made so far. 
By increasing our understanding of each other, we make our home a more inclusive and harmonious place to be 
for all of us. 
Last night, I had the pleasure of launching Harmony Week 2022 with the presentation of the Western Australian 
Multicultural Awards at the Ritz–Carlton Perth. This year, the typically gala event was held on a very small scale, 
but was streamed live to a large and appreciative audience. Madam Speaker, 10 award winners from a long list of 
nominees who have made a real impact on the lives of Western Australians were recognised and applauded for 
their outstanding contributions to our society. Winners included individuals and organisations, a local government, 
a sport champion, a spoken-word artist, community service providers and community leaders. I encourage members 
to read more about our inspiring award winners on the Office of Multicultural Interests website. 
To recognise Harmony Week, a number of public places will be lit in orange throughout the week, including the 
Bell Tower, Elizabeth Quay and Matagarup Bridge. I wish everyone a happy Harmony Week! 
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